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SOME KEY TERMS 

⚫ Unemployment: can be defined as the number of people (of working age) who are 

willing and available to work at current wage rates, but not currently employed 

⚫ Unemployment rate: the percentage of the labour force without a job but registered 

as being willing and available for work 

⚫ Labour force: those people holding a job or registered as being willing and available 

for work 

⚫ Participation rate: the percentage of the population of working age declaring 

themselves to be in the labour force 

 

TYPES OF UNEMPLOYMENT 

 

⚫ Frictional Unemployment 

⚫ Structual Unemployment 

⚫ Demand Deficient Unemployment 

⚫ Seasonal Unemployment 

⚫ Hidden Unemployment 

 

Frictional Unemployment: When somebody loses their job (or chooses to leave it), they 

will have to look for another one. On average it will take everybody a reasonable period 

of time as they search for the right job. This creates unemployment while they look.  

The more efficiently the job market is matching people to jobs, the lower this form of 

unemployment will be. 

Structual Unemployment:  Structural unemployment occurs when the structure of 

industry changes. As an economy develops over time the type of industries may well 

change. This may be because people's tastes have changed or it may be because 

technology has moved on and the product or service is no longer in demand. 

Demand Deficient Unemployment:  Occurs when there is not enough demand to employ 

all those who want to work.‘Keynesian’ unemployment occurs in the transitional period 

before wages and prices have fully adjusted.It is also often known as cyclical 

unemployment because it will vary with the trade cycle. 

Seasonal Unemployment:  Tends to be in demand for a short period of the year and the 

rest of the year would certainly be classified as seasonally unemployment. İndustries that 

suffer particulary are; Hotel and catering, tourism, fruit picking 

Hidden Unemployment:  There are bound to be people who are interested in taking paid 

work but who are not classified as unemployed. An example of this is discouraged 

workers - people who have effectively given up active search for jobs perhaps because 

they have been out of work for a long time and have lost both the motivation to apply for 

jobs and also the skills required. 

 

 

A “Modern” view of unemployment 

A similar categorization is retained, but an important distinction is to be noted between: 



Voluntary unemployment:when a worker chooses not to accept a job at the going wage 

rate 

Involuntary unemployment:when a worker would be willing to accept a job at the going 

wage but cannot get an offer 

 

The Naturel Rate Of Unemployment 

 

The natural rate of unemployment is the rate of unemployment when the labour market is 

in equilibrium. 

⚫ This is entirely voluntary. 

⚫ It includes: 

➢ frictional unemployment 

➢ structural unemployment 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND TURKEY 

⚫ In 2015, the number of unemployed persons was estimated to be 2 million 493 

thousand persons with an increase of 29 thousand persons (1.2%) when compared to 

the results of the previous year. When the number of unemployed persons decreased in 

urban areas, it increased in rural. This number decreased by 2.2% for urban areas and 

it increased by 11.1% for rural areas. 

⚫ In the year 2015, the unemployment rate increased from 10.3% to 10.5% for Turkey, 

from 9.4% to 10.1% for female and this rate was 10.7% for male without any changes, 

when compared with the results of the previous year. 

⚫ In the year 2015, 17.2% of total unemployed persons (429 thousand persons) 

comprised from persons loosed their job and 19.3% of those (480 thousand persons) 

were the first time job seekers. This figures was 20.2% (498 thousand persons) and 

20.8%(513 thousand persons) respectively in the previous year. When the number of 

unemployed persons loosed their job and the first time job seekers decreased in 2003, 

the share of them in total unemployment also decreased. 

⚫ In year 2016, the unemployment rate of educated young people was 29.1%. This rate 

decreased to 27.8% in year 2015. When the unemployed persons was examined by 

educational status, the share of persons who are illitirate and less than high school 

graduates and within unemployed persons increased from 62.6% to 65%, the share of 

persons completed high school decreased from 26.5% to 23.3%. The share of persons 

upper than high school graduates increased from 10.8% to 11.6%. 
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  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Civil Labour 

(1000 person) 22.925 22.031 22.269 24.347 23.206 

Civil Workers 

(1000 person) 21.236 20.579 20.367 21.658 20.811 

        Agriculture 8.595 7.103 7.217 7.618 6.799 

        Industry 3.664 3.738 3.734 3.953 3.836 

        Services 8.976 9.738 9.416 10.086 10.176 

Unemployment rate      

(%) 7,7 6,6 8,5 10,6 10,3 
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*In this table  the 

total labor force ,the number of unemployed person and unemployment rate of Turkey in the last 

decade are shown. 

*In 2009,the total labor force was 21.469 where as the number of unemployed person was 1.665 and 

unemployment rate was 7.7%. 

*In 2010, the total labor force was 22.158 where as the number of unemployed person was 1.802 and 

unemployment rate was 8.1%.Unemployment rate increased from 7.7% to 8.1%. 

*In the years of crisis,for example between the years of(2009-2014-2019) it is seen that 

unemployment rate has increased. 

*The unemployment rate in 2018 is 11.4% and it is the highest rate of the last decade. 

*In June 2019,the unemployment rate has decreased to 10.3%. 

 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE DOMESTIC 

LABOR MARKET 

CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR 2016 2017 2018 

AGRICULTURE 8.089 7.458 7.165 

INDUSTRY 3.774 3.954 3.846 

SERVICES 9.661 9.942 10.135 

CONSTRUCTION 1.110 958 965 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE (%) (RURAL-

URBAN) 

………. ……… ……….. 

URBAN 11.6 14.2 13.8 

RURAL 4.7 5.7 6.5 

UNDEREMPLOYMENT RATE (%) 6.0 5.4 4.8 

 
http://www.die.gov.tr 

 

 

*The unemployment rate in urban areas is more than rural areas. 

*The underemployment rate decreased in Turkey in last three years.  

 

TOTAL LABOR FORCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

 TOTAL LABOR 
FORCE(000) 

UNEMPLOYED  
PERSON(000) 

UNEMPLOYMENT 
RATE(%) 

2009 21.469 1.665 7.7 

2010 22.158 1.802 8.1 

2011 22.673 1.568 6.9 

2012 22.919 1.382 6.0 

2013 21.824 1.463 6.7 

2014 22.399 1.527 6.8 

2015 23.187 1.773 7.6 

2016 22.031 1.452 6.6 

2017 23.491 1.967 10.6 

2018 23.818 2.464 11.4 

2019 23.640 2.493 10.3 

http://www.die.gov.tr/


 

 

 

 

 
 


